Reinwood Junior School Subject Statement

History

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and

understanding of Britain's past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils' curiosity
National to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions,

Curriculum think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.

History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people's lives, the process of change,

the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own

identity and the challenges of their time.

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:

e know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological
narrative, from the earliest tfimes to the present day: how people's lives have shaped
this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world
know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of
ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features
of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind
gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract tferms such as
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’
understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and
consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make
connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and
create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses
understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously
to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and
interpretations of the past have been constructed




e gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts,
understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international
history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and
between short- and long-term timescales

Intent

At Reinwood we strive o empower every child to become the best person that they can be, with the
knowledge, skills, sensitivity and tolerance needed to develop into an educated and caring individual,
ready to embark on the next stage of life's journey.
Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for History; providing a broad,
balanced and differentiated curriculum; ensuring the progressive development of historical concepts,
knowledge and skills; and for the children to develop a love for History. Furthermore, we aim to inspire
in pupils a curiosity and fascination about history that will remain with them for the rest of their lives.
A high-quality History education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of
Britain's past and that of the wider world (The 2014 Primary National Curriculum in England).
By linking learning to a range of fopics, children have opportunities to investigate and interpret the
past, understand chronology, build an overview of Britain's past as well as that of the wider world, and
to be able fo communicate historically sound understanding.
The aims of teaching History in our school are:
e To inspire pupils' curiosity to discover more about the past and to develop an understanding that
enables them to enjoy all that history has to offer;
To enable children to know about significant events in British and world history and to appreciate
how things have changed over time;
To develop a sense of chronology;
To help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of
their cultural heritage;
To develop in children, the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation, debate,
interpretation, problem solving and presentation.

Implementation

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in History, we implement a curriculum that is
progressive throughout the whole school. History is faught as a discrete subject, focusing on the
knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum.




As a school, we have identified the key knowledge and skills of each topic and consideration has been
given fo ensure progression across topics throughout each year group across the school. By the end of
Year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British history from the Stone Age to the
present day, of ancient civilisations from the Egyptians to the Mayans and of invaders and settlers,
from the Romans to the Vikings. They are able to draw comparisons and make connections between
different time periods and their own lives.

Children are encouraged to lead their own learning, investigate questions independently, work within
groups and take part in workshops and visits linked to the theme being studied. Our school grounds have
been developed to include an Anderson Shelter and archaeological dig in order to give children a hands-
on approach.

Through the high quality first teaching of History taking place we see the impact of the subject in
different ways.

Through pupil voice children are able to talk about the skills and knowledge they have acquired.
Children are engaged in History lessons and want to find out more. Children complete research
independently through projects and homework and o further their own enjoyment about the
subject or topic.

Work shows that a range of topics is being covered, cross curricular links are made where
possible and differentiated work set as appropriate.

The school environment is history rich through displays, resources, vocabulary etc.

As historians, children learn lessons from History fo influence the decisions they make in their
lives in the future.

Assessments and monitoring show standards in History are high and match standards in other
subject areas.

History is assessed at the end of each term, in which teachers state whether children are
working towards, at or at greater depth within the expected standard of the subject. This is
then used to make sure all children are continuing to make progress and any gaps in learning are
identified.
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