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RE is taught through the ‘Believing and Belonging’ agreed local syllabus for Religious Education in 

Calderdale, Bradford, Kirklees and Leeds (2024-2029). It is about beliefs and values. It aims to develop 

understanding of religions and world views through exploration of their commonality and diversity.  

It aims to nurture pupils' awareness of the treasury of diverse beliefs and cultures, as well as 

sensitivity to the questions and challenges that these can present. We all share a common humanity and 

RE helps pupils to discover their own place, identify and journey. The syllabus recognises and uses the 

structure of national guidance published by the RE Council for England and Wales. It has been adapted 

to suit our local context and is tailored to the children growing up in our region. The syllabus has been 

developed from 'Big Ideas' and, acts as a framework for sequencing learning in religion and worldviews.  

The syllabus is designed around six learning pathways. 

1. The nature of Religion and Belief 

2. Expressing Belief 

3. A Good Life 

4. Personal Journey 

5. Influence and Authority 

6. The Big Picture   

The syllabus requires schools to focus on core religions at each stage: as a Junior school, our focus is to 

build upon their knowledge and understanding of Christianity and Islam before introducing Sikhism, 

Hinduism and Buddhism and Judaism. In addition, other (non-religious) world views must be included as 

part of the curriculum at each key stage.  

 

Each year group is given four key questions to learn through. This include: 

Year 3; 



1. How do Jews use stories to remember God’s covenants?  

2. How do different people express their spirituality?  

3. How do creation stories help people understand the world?  

4. Why do people follow inspirational leaders?  

 

Year 4; 

1. How What faiths and beliefs can be found in our country and community? 

2. How do ancient stories influence modern celebrations?  

3. Why do the lives of the Gurus inspire Sikh believers?  

4. How do the Five Pillars help Muslims to lead a good life?    
 

Year 5; 

1. Why do some people go on pilgrimage?  

2. What values do people live by?  

3. What do Christians believe about the old and new covenants? 

4. What do Hindu people believe about God?  
 

Year 6  

1. How do Sikhs symbolise their commitment?  

2. How and why are Jewish festivals celebrated today?  

3. How do Buddhists live a meaningful life?  

4. Why are rites of passage important?  

 

Each unit of work focuses around a key question related to the subject content of the syllabus. Enquiry 

and investigation of the key question will then include: 

• An analysis of the question; 

• A critical investigation of the relevant beliefs, practices and ways of life; 

A reasoned and critical response. 

 

 

 

Intent 

At Reinwood, we strive to empower every child to become the best person that they can be, with the 

knowledge, understanding, sensitivity and tolerance needed to develop into an educated and caring 

individual, ready to embark on the next stage of life’s journey. 



 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education has a significant role for pupil’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. It 

promotes respect and open-mindedness towards others with different faiths and beliefs and 

encourages pupils to develop their sense of identity and belonging through self-awareness and 

reflection. 

 

 

 

 

Implementation 

 

 

 

 

Using the agreed local syllabus, RE is taught through key questions, enquiry and investigation where 

they can develop an understanding and appreciation for the expression of beliefs, cultural practices and 

influence of principle religions and worldviews in the local, national and wider global community.  

 

Opportunities are provided for children to learn from and about different faiths by speaking to 

individuals, visiting places of worship, exploring sacred texts and handling religious artefacts. We also 

encourage learning through imaginative play and drama where children express their ideas and feelings. 

We use ICT to further explore religion and beliefs globally and respond to images, games, stories, art, 

music and dance to broaden understanding and knowledge. Each week, children participate in moments 

of quiet reflection, often linking with PSHE, and are encouraged throughout RE lessons to debate and 

communicate religious beliefs, worldviews and philosophical ideas before then answering and asking 

questions posed by these.  

 

 

 

Impact 

 

 

 

Through the high quality first teaching of RE taking place we see the impact of the subject in different 

ways.  

• Children are continuously extending their knowledge and understanding of religions and beliefs as 

well as continuing to develop their religious vocabulary.  

• Children are able to reflect on questions of meaning and can offer their own thoughtful and 

informed insights into religious and secular world-views as well as continuing to explore ultimate 

questions of beliefs and values in relation to a range of contemporary issues in an ever-changing 

society.  

• Work shows that a range of topics is being covered, cross curricular links are made where 

possible and differentiated work set as appropriate. 

• The school environment is inclusive and encourages children’s rights to be of any (or no) religion 

through resources, vocabulary etc. 

• Children learn lessons from RE to influence the decisions they make in their lives in the future.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


