
 

Music Progression Map 

Strand Year 3 Year 4 

 

Year 5 Year 6 

Listening with attention 

to detail and recall 

sounds with increasing 

aural memory 

Beginning to use musical 

vocabulary (related to the 

interrelated dimensions of 

music) when discussing 

improvements to their own 

and others’ work. 
 

Using musical vocabulary 

(related to the inter-

related dimensions of 

music) when discussing 

improvements to their own 

and others’ work. 

Developing confidence in 

using detailed musical 

vocabulary (related to the 

inter-related dimensions 

of music) to discuss and 

evaluate their own and 

others’ work. 

 

Confidently using detailed 

musical vocabulary (related 

to the inter-related 

dimensions of music) to 

discuss and evaluate their 

own and others work. 

Create sounds and music 

using the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

Composing a piece of music 

in a given style with voices 

and instruments 

Composing a coherent 

piece of music in a given 

style with voices, bodies & 

instruments. 

Composing a detailed piece 

of music from a given 

stimulus with voices, 

bodies & instruments 

Composing an original song, 

incorporating lyric writing, 

melody writing and the 

composition of accompanying 

features, within a given 

structure. 

 

Performing Singing songs in a variety of 

musical styles with accuracy 

and control, demonstrating 

developing vocal technique. 

Singing longer songs in a 

variety of musical styles 

from memory, with 

accuracy, control, fluency 

and a developing sense of 

expression including 

control of subtle dynamic 

changes. 

 

Singing songs in two or 

more parts, in a variety of 

musical styles from 

memory, with accuracy, 

fluency, control and 

expression. 

Singing songs in two or more 

secure parts from memory, 

with accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression. 



 

 

Listening to a range of 

high-quality live & 

recorded music 

Discussing the stylistic 

features of different 

genres, styles and 

traditions of music using 

musical vocabulary. 

 

Recognising and beginning 

to discuss changes within a 

piece of music. 

Recognising and discussing 

the stylistic features of 

different genres, styles 

and traditions of music 

using musical vocabulary. 

 

Using musical vocabulary 

to discuss the purpose of 

a piece of music. 

Recognising and 

confidently discussing the 

stylistic features of 

different genres, styles 

and traditions of music 

using musical vocabulary, 

and explaining how these 

have developed over time. 

 

Comparing, discussing and 

evaluating music using 

detailed musical 

vocabulary. 

Identifying the way that 

features of a song can 

complement one another to 

create a coherent overall 

effect. 

 

Evaluating how the venue, 

occasion and purpose affects 

the way a piece of music 

sounds. 


