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Year 3 

• Stone Age to Iron Age 

(British History) 

• Victorians (British 

History) 

• Ancient Egypt (Ancient 

civilisations) 

Year 4 

• Romans (Invaders and 

settlers) 

• Anglo-Saxons 

(Invaders and settlers) 

• Ancient Greece 

(Ancient civilisations) 

Year 5 

•World War 2 (British 

History) 

•Battle of Britain 

(British History) 

Year 6 

• Vikings (Invaders and 

settlers) 

• Mayans (Ancient 

civilisation) 

• Slave Trade (Events 

that shaped the world- 

link to civil rights 

movement) 

• Britain since 1948 

(British, modern 

History). 

Historical Knowledge 

1. Constructing the 

past 
Establish clear narratives 

within and across the periods 

they study. Note connections, 

contrasts and trends over 

time. Understand overview 

and depth. 

 

Pupils can describe events 

from the past using dates 

when things happened. 

(All topics) 

Pupils can describe events 

and identify details from 

the past using dates when 

things happened. 

(All topics) 

 

Pupils can provide 

overviews of the most 

significant features of 

different events covered.  

(All topics) 

 

Pupils can provide 

overviews and show 

detailed awareness of the 

most significant features 

of different events 

covered. 

(All topics) 

2. Sequencing the 

past 
Develop a chronologically 

secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local 

and world history. 

Pupils use mathematical 

knowledge to work out 

how long ago events 

happened and relate to 

previous learning of other 

periods in time. 

Pupils can plot events on 

a timeline using centuries. 

Pupils use mathematical 

skills to round up time 

differences into centuries 

and decades. 

Pupils can sequence the 

key events of topics 

covered so far. 

To draw a timeline with 

different historical 

periods showing key 

Pupils can explain the 

sequence of key events, 

societies and people using 

dates and terms 

accurately. 

(All topics) 
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Pupils use a timeline 

within a specific period of 

history to set out the 

order that things may 

have happened. 

(All topics) 

(All topics) historical events or lives of 

significant people (All 

topics) 

History Concepts 

3. Change and 

development 
Address and devise 

historically valid questions 

about change, cause, similarity 

and difference. Note 

connections, contrasts and 

trends over time 

Pupils can explain how 

Britain has changed over 

time.  

Understand the changes in 

Britain from Stone Age to 

Iron Age. 

To identify how homes 

have changed through 

history (Stone Age to iron 

Age) 

 

Pupils can explain how 

events from the past 

have shaped our life 

today. 

To know what is meant by 

‘Romanisation’- the Roman 

Empire and its impact on 

Britain (Romans) 

To provide valid reasons 

why some changes and 

developments were 

important.  

To understand the role of 

women during WW2 and 

how the war affected 

them. 

 

Pupils can identify, 

explain and compare 

similarities, differences 

and changes within and 

across some topics. 

To compare gods from 

different time periods. 

(Vikings, Mayans) 

To compare how people 

lived- buildings, food, 

culture, communication. 

(Vikings, Mayans) 

4. Cause and effect 
Address and devise 

historically valid questions 

about cause. 

Pupils can describe some 

relevant causes for and 

effects on some of the 

key events within topics.  

Be able to understand the 

events that led to the 

Battle of Bosworth and the 

outcome of the battle 

(Tudors) 

Pupils can comment on the 

importance of causes and 

effects for some of the 

key events and 

developments within 

topics.  

To understand how the 

Greeks created democracy 

(Ancient Greece) 

 

Pupils can explain the role 

and significance of 

different causes and 

effects.  

To understand how the 

Battle of Britain affected 

the country. 

Pupils can explain the role 

and significance of 

different causes and 

effects.  

To understand why the 

Mayan civilisation collapsed 

and the possible causes. 

(Mayans) 
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To understand 

achievements & follies of 

mankind. (Slavery).  

 

 

5. Significance and 

interpretations 
Address and devise 

historically valid questions 

about significance. 

Pupils can investigate 

different accounts of 

historical events and be 

able to explain some of 

the reasons why the 

accounts may be 

different. 

To appreciate how 

historical artefacts have 

helped us to understand 

more about life in the past 

(Ancient Egypt) 

 

Pupils can research two 

versions of an event and 

explain how they differ. 

To find out about the 

Roman withdrawal from 

Britain and the fall of the 

western Roman Empire 

(Anglo-Saxons) 

Pupils can explain why 

particular aspects of a 

historical event were of 

particular significance.  

To understand 

circumstances surrounding 

a historical event (WW2) 

Pupils can compare the 

significance of events and 

people across time 

periods.  

To summarise how Britain 

may have learnt from other 

countries and civilizations 

(Vikings, Mayans, Britain 

since 1948). 

Historical Enquiry 

6. Planning and 

carrying out a 

historical enquiry 
Construct informed responses 

that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation. 

Develop appropriate use of 

historical terms.  

Pupils use research skills 

to find answers to 

specific historical 

questions and start to 

present ideas based on 

their own research about 

a studied period. 

To research and find out 

about some of the key 

Pupils can devise 

historically valid questions 

and answer them with 

substantiated responses. 

To ask historically valid 

questions about Anglo-

Saxon invasions (Anglo-

Saxons) 

Pupils can reach a valid 

conclusion to an 

independently planned and 

investigated enquiry.  

Research what it was like 

for children in a given 

period of history and 

present my findings to an 

audience (WW2) 

Pupils can reach a valid 

and substantiated 

conclusion to an 

independently planned and 

investigated enquiry with 

suggestions for 

development or 

improvement. 

The fall of the Mayan 

civilisation (Mayans) 
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figures of the Victorian  

period (Victorians) 

 

7. Using sources as 

evidence 
Understand how our 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of 

sources. 

Pupils can recognise 

when they are using 

primary and 

secondary sources of 

information to 

investigate the past. 

(All topics)  

Pupils can recognise 

possible uses of a range 

of sources for answering 

historical enquiries.  

 (All topics) 

Pupils can describe a key 

event from Britain’s past 

using a range of evidence 

from different sources. 

. (All topics) 

Pupils can comment on the 

value of a range of 

different types of source 

for enquiries. 

(All topics) 

 


