Reinwood Junior School Subject Statement

Geography

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world
and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with

National knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a
Curriculum deep understanding of the Earth's key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing
knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between
physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain
how the Earth's features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

e develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places - both
terrestrial and marine - including their defining physical and human characteristics and
how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes
understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial
variation and change over time
are competent in the geographical skills needed to:
collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork
that deepen their understanding of geographical processes
interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams,
globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through
maps, humerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.




Intent

At Reinwood we strive to empower every child to become the best person that they can be, with the
knowledge, skills, sensitivity and folerance needed to develop into an educated and caring individual,
ready to embark on the next stage of life's journey.

Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Geography: providing a broad,
balanced and differentiated curriculum; ensuring the progressive development of geographical concepts,
knowledge and skills; and for the children to develop a love for Geography. Furthermore, we aim to
inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about geography that will remain with them for the rest of
their lives. A high-quality Geography education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and
understanding of the wider world.

By linking learning to a range of topics, we want children extend their knowledge and understanding
beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America.

The aims of teaching Geography in our school are:

e Develop contextual knowledge of the location of places, seas and oceans, including their defining
physical and human characteristics.
Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the

world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over
time.

Are competent in the geographical skills needed to: collect, analyse and communicate with a range
of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of
geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps,
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (6IS); communicate
geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps and writing at length.

Implementation

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in Geography, we implement a curriculum that is
progressive throughout the whole school. Geography is tfaught as a discrete subject, focusing on
knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum.

As a school, we have identified the key knowledge and skills of each topic and consideration has been
given fo ensure progression across topics throughout each year group across the school. By the end of
Year 6, children will have covered the programme of study for Geography set out by the DfE.




Children are encouraged to lead their own learning, investigate questions independently, work within
groups and take part in workshops and visits linked to the theme being studied. Our school grounds lend
themselves to enhancing the Geography curriculum. We have a woodland area and resources for
fieldwork, various maps (including Great Britain and the world) are located around the school and the
grounds for children to fact find and investigate either at their own leisure or part of a lesson. We also
have class sets of globes and atlases for class study.

Through the high quality first teaching of Geography taking place we see the impact of the subject in
different ways.

Through pupil voice children are able to talk about the skills and knowledge they have acquired.
Children are engaged in Geography lessons and want to find out more. Children complete research
independently through projects and homework and to further their own enjoyment about the
subject or topic.

Work shows that a range of topics is being covered, cross curricular links are made where
possible and differentiated work set as appropriate.

The school environment is geography rich through displays, resources, vocabulary etc.

As geographers, children learn about how the world is changing and decide how this is going to
impact their lives and the decisions they make in the future. They will also learn about different
cultures and traditions in order to make them well-rounded individuals.

Assessments and monitoring show standards in Geography are high and match standards in other
subject areas.

Geography is assessed at the end of each term, in which teachers state whether children are
working towards, at or at greater depth within the expected standard of the subject. This is
then used to make sure all children are continuing to make progress and any gaps in learning are
identified.
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