
RISK ASSESSMENT 

 

SUBJECT: DT 

 

RISK ASSESSMENT OF: CRAFT KNIVES 

 

HAZARDS CONTROL MEASURES ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Craft Knife  Only a craft knife with one blade should be used in schools. There 

is an increased hazard regarding the craft knifes with break off 

blades. These can be easily taken by students so should not be used 

in school. Where possible a craft knife with a retractable blade 

should be used. 

 There is a risk of injury if the craft knife is not used with a safety 

ruler. A safety ruler has a raised platform to protect fingers. A 

plastic or wooden ruler should not be used with a craft knife. 

 Only UKS2 pupils may use the craft knife and this should be with 

close supervision of an adult. 

 Craft knife blades should be retracted when not in use to avoid 

injury. 

 Used blades should only be disposed of in the sharp bin - do not put 

used blades in the classroom bins. 

Year 5/6 only 

 Pupils to be taught how to hold the craft knife correctly. 

 Pupils to be taught how to use a safety ruler when scoring and 

cutting in a straight line. 

 Pupils to be made aware that the blade of the knife is sharp and 

could cause cuts to the skin. 

 Pupils who are likely to cause injury to themselves or others are 

prohibited from using craft knives. 

 Prior to use a member of staff should check the 

security of the blade in the holder. 

 Where possible craft knives to be stored away 

from children’s access.  

 Only staff to replace worn blades. 

 Pupils who are likely to cause injury to themselves 

or others are prohibited from using craft knives. 

 The use of a self heal mat should be used to 

protect the surface of workstations. 

 Pupils to be taught not to enter the workstation 

where the craft knife is being used unless asked 

to do so by an adult.  

 

 

Pupils and staff to be read the risk assessment 

before using the craft knife. 

  
 

 

  

 


